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Catholicism 

• 16th Century Reformation 
• Anglicanism 

(Church of England) 
• 18th Century Revivalism 
• Methodism (John and Charles Wesley) 
• Racial Discrimination in Methodist 

Church 
• African Methodism 

Western Christianity 



African Past: Primarily, West Africa 



Senegambia 
Wolof  
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Narration: Africa was historically separated into several ethnic regions. Common values and beliefs among nearby tribes shaped these regions. The Senegambia region on the west coast of Africa was home to the Wolof (woo-loft), Mandingo(man-ding-go), Bambara(bam-bar-ra), and Malinke(ma-link-kay) people. 

Pronunciation Key: ???




Sierra Leone 
Temne 
 
 
 
Mende 
 
 
 
Goree 
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Narration: The people of the Sierra Leone region had unique characteristics from other African regions. This region was home to many tribes, including the Temne (Tim-nay), Mende (Men-day), and Goree (Gore-ree) people.  


Pronunciation Key: ???




Windward Coast 

Gola 
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Narration: The Windward Coast was home to the Gola (Go-La), or Gullah (Gull-Lah), tribe. 


Pronunciation Key: ???





Gold Coast 
Ewe 
 
 
 
 
Ga 
 
 
 
Fante 
 
 
 
 
Ashante 
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Narration: The Ewe (eh-way), Ga (gah), Fante (fun-tee), and Ashante (Ah-Shawn-tee) people came from the Gold Coast of west Africa. The area was dubbed the Gold Coast because it is rich in natural resources like natural gas and raw gold. A significant percentage of people brought to the Americas as slaves were taken captive in this region of Africa. 




Bight of Benin and Bight of Biafra 
Yoruba  
 
 
 
 
Fon 
 
 
 
 
 
Ibo 
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Narration: The Yoruba (Your-ra-ba), Fon (fon), and Ibo (Ee-Bo) people are indigenous to the regions known as the Bight of Benin and Bight of Biafra. 




Central 

Bakongo 
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Narration: While the Bakongo (ba-Congo) people permeated the central regions. 


Pronunciation Key: ???




Stolen From Africa: Maafa 





Confluences of Two 
Traditions 

•African heritage: 
1. Indigenous 

religious beliefs 
of those on 
African 
Continent 

2. African derived 
religions, those 
practices 
brought from 
Africa to the 
Americas. 

 



Confluences of Two 
Traditions, cont’d 

•Christian Heritage 
1. Exposed to 

Christianity in 
the Americas, 
both Protestant 
and Catholic 

2. American 
Christianity 
viewed enslaved 
Africans from a 
particular 
perspective 



Black Church Movement 
1620’s 
African Derived Religion (ADR) 
African Derived Religious Practices (ADRP) 

1740’s 
Great Awakenings 

1770’s 
Black Church Movement 

1820’s 
Black Church Movement, cont’d 
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Narration: As slaves converted to Christianity, Christian beliefs and practices melded with African Derived Religious Practices, which led to the Black Church Movement. 




The Historic Black Denominations in U.S. 

 1816: African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) 

 1820: African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) 

 1870: Colored/Christian 
Methodist Episcopal 
(CME) 

 1895: Nat’l Baptist 
Convention USA 

 1907: Church of God In 
Christ (COGIC) 

 1916: Nat’l Baptist 
Convention of America 

 1961: Progressive Nat’l 
Baptist Convention 
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