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The 65th Annual Convention 
Worship service was con-
vened at the Greater Allen 
Chapel African Methodist 
E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  o n 
Lipscomb Street in the me-
tropolis of Melbourne, Florida.   

 
The service was superbly 
planned and all worship par-
ticipants were enthused, en-
ergetic and excited as they 
performed their various re-
sponsibilities in God’s church.   

 
The choir sang as if they were 
already in God’s angelic cho-
rus as all songs were infused 
with soul-stirring music from 
several instruments, and in-
cluded the melodious voices 
of all choir members.  The 
congregants were also reac-
tive to the music and the 
words of the songs and 
hymns as was readily seen by 
their standing and swaying to 
the music and actively partici-
pating in singing.  

 
The worship experience was 
enhanced as Bishop McKinley 

Young, blessed our minds and 
souls with the powerful ser-
mon “It’s Our Season.”  His 
scriptural references were 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; particu-
larly verse 1; and Galatians 
6:7-9, particularly verse 9.  
Bishop Young provided his-
torical insight into the signifi-
cance of August 28.  He re-
minded some of the more 

mature Christians and told 
the younger generation that 
Emmet Till was killed in MS in 
1958; August 28 was the 
date that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., gave his now famous 
“I Have A Dream” speech in 
1963;  and it was also the 
date that President Obama 
made his acceptance speech 
(cont’d pg 3) 

Volume 1 ,  Issue 1  

OP E N I N G WO RS H I P SE S S I O N  

June 30,  2009 

Special points of inter-
est: 

• Wednesday, July 01, 2009 

• LEDC Annual Meeting 

• Lay Development     
Training Session 

• Hospitality Hour 

• Lay Benevolent Activities 
Service 

• Commission Work      
Session 

• Session Reporters 
NEEDED 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Executive Board 1, 3 

First Timer’s  2 

Welcome Hospitality 3 

Worship Service  1, 3 

Health Tips 4 

AME Mission  4 

Wednesday, 01 July 09 1 

LAY COMMUNIQUÉ 

E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  

President Nichols convened 
the Executive Board at 
Greater Allen Chapel AME 
Church on Tuesday, June 30, 
2009, 10am. 

 
The Order of the Day was 
outlined and presented in 

short fashion.  President Nich-
ols highlighted the major top-
ics to be handled during this 
65th Annual Session. 

 
Highlights were also provided 
as to the Biennial Session 
and the number of delegates, 

clergy and observers that 
were registered for atten-
dance at Little Rock, Arkan-
sas. 

 
Other issues addressed were: 
(cont’d pg 2) 

 



Reported by MaryAnn Adams, 
Central Conference, a mem-
ber of St. Mark AME Church, 
Clermont & Ethel Wooten, 
Florida Conference, a mem-
ber of Flipper Chapel AME 
Church, Tallahassee. 

 
The First Timer’s Orientation 
was attended by more than 
twenty new members accord-
ing to our reporters. 

 
The presenter for First Timers’ 
was former Episcopal District 
DOLA, Evelyn Welch Graham, 
who presented information 
specific to the Lay Organiza-
tion in particular and the AME 

Church as a whole.  A hand-
out was provided that con-
tained all of the topics dis-
cussed.     

 
Highlights of the session in-
cluded: 

 Invoking the presence of 
the Holy Spirit for guid-
ance in all areas of wor-
ship, business sessions 
and other settings; 

 Knowledge of all levels of 
the church from the local 
to the connection;  

 Duties and responsibili-
ties of Stewards, Trus-
tees, Stewardesses, and 
most importantly the role 

of Class Leaders and 
their importance to the 
overall spiritual health of 
the membership;  

 The Official Board, mem-
bers and functional ca-
pacity within the church; 

 Knowledge gained in the 
Lay Organization assists 
in your support of the 
District, Conference, 
Episcopal and Connec-
tional levels of the Lay 
Organization; and 

 Your understanding of 
the local church, compo-
nent bodies within the 
local church and your 
role within the church. 

 
Other Commissions held work 
sessions, however, reports 
had not been received prior to 
the printing of Issue I of the 
Convention Communiqué 
Newsletter. 

(2) committees: Legislation 
and Benevolence and con-
vened into work sessions.   

 
Each committee was re-
quested to develop three (3) 
committee goals, that meet 
the “SMART” goals criteria.  
Upon completion of commit-
tee meetings, groups reas-
sembled to present recom-
mended goals.  Committee 
work will continue. 
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tor, Peggy Rice Johnson.  De-
votion followed; prayer by 
Nancy Johnson.  The 23rd 
Psalm was recited in unison. 

 
The Commission was organ-
ized: Phillis Filer, secretary, 
roll call of commission mem-
bers.   
A brief discussion was held 
regarding the Selmo Bradley 

Scholarship guidelines.  Com-
missioner James Robbins 
shared with commission 
members information given 
by President Charlie Nichols 
during the June 30th, Execu-
tive Board Meeting, and he 
also explained the commis-
sion concept.  

 
Commission members pre-
sent were organized into two  

The Commission on Program 
and Activities: 

James Robbins, Director, 
Peggy Rice Johnson, Assistant 
Director, reported by Loretta 
S. Coppock, East Conference. 

 
The work session of the Com-
mission on Program and Ac-
tivities was called to order by 
Assistant Commission Direc-

“First Timer’s 
numbered more 

than twenty (20) at 
Tuesday’s 
Session.” 
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at the Democratic Conven-
tion. 

 
Prior to his acceptance 
speech at the Convention he  
visited the General Confer-
ence of the AME Church in St. 
Louis, Missouri where all AME 
Bishops laid hands on and 
prayed for the then candidate 
Obama. 

 
The rest as we know it is his-
tory as the then candidate 
Obama is now President 
Barack Obama, and is now in 
his season. 

 

 

 
Bishop Young reminded the 
delegation that all God’s 
promises are yes and amen; 
that the Christian journey as 
well as life operates in sea-
sons; that we should not be-
come weary in well doing and 
that a man reaps what is 
sown, and it is incumbent in 
our life to operate in a man-
ner that is pleasing to God. 
whether in the positive work-
ings of this world. 

 
In conclusion, Bishop re-
minded the delegation and 
congregants that “It Is Our 
Season!” 

The Central Conference Hos-
pitality Room is open today on 
the 8th floor in room 810 
from 5:00 p.m. until 6:30 
p.m. 

 
Members of the 65th Annual 
Session are encouraged to 
stop by to chat, chew and 
meet new Convention atten-
dees or catch up with friends 
made during other Conven-
tions. 

The Central Conference pro-
vided scrumptious and entic-
ing food, drink and conversa-
tion to all members who 
graced the hospitality area.   

 
President Ella Wilson and  
members of the Conference 
left no stone unturned in pro-
viding for the needs of per-
sons attending the 65th Ses-
sion.   
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budget by $1,000.00; 

 
The Executive Board luncheon 
was light, luscious and filling 
as we dined on roast beef, 
ham and turkey on buttery 
croissants with condiments of 
all varieties and  

1. Changes to LEDC, Inc. 
2. Selmo Bradley Scholar-

ship; 
3. Annual donation to Ed-

ward Waters College of 
$5,000.00; 

4. Quarterly budget pay-
ments, beginning in Sep-
tember;  

5. Changing, increasing 

 



Charlie Nichols, Episcopal President 
6390 Manassas Court 
Pensacola, Florida 32503 
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4. Housing the homeless; 

5. Cheering the fallen; 
6. Providing jobs for the 

jobless;  
7. Administering to the 

needs of those in pris-
ons, hospitals, nursing 
homes, asylums and 
mental institutions, sen-
ior citizens’ homes, car-

 
The Mission of the Afri-
can Methodist Episco-
pal Church is to; minis-
ter to the spiritual, in-
tellectual, physical and 
emotional, and environ-
mental needs of all 
people by spreading 
Christ’s liberating gos-
pel through word and 
deed.  At every level of 
the Connection and in 
every local church, the 
African Methodist Epis-
copal Church shall en-
gage in carrying out the 
spirit of the original 
Free African Society, out of 
which the A.M.E. Church 
evolved; that is, to seek out 
and save the lost, and serve 
the needy through a continu-
ing program of: 

 

1. Preaching the gospel;  

2. Feeding the hungry; 

3. Clothing the naked;  

ing for sick, the shut-in, 
the mentally and socially 
disturbed; 
8. Encouraging thrift 
and economic advance-
ment. 

 
How many areas do you 
and your church fulfill on 
this continuum? 

 
If none, do make your-
self a committee of one 
to begin the work of the 
church and carry-on the 
Mission of this great 

church of Allen. 

 
Blessings to each of you as 
you begin your Mission Jour-
ney. 

 

 

A.M.E.  MI S S O N STA T E M E N T 

E-mail: bryceeli51@att,net 

Eleventh Episcopal District 

Fulfilling our obligations to our fellow-man 

Or g an i z a t i o n  

Health Wise Tidbits—Weight Control Made Easy 

1. Cut the number of calories you eat by choosing low-calorie foods. Low-fat foods are usually 
lower in calories. Limit sugar and alcohol; 

2. Eat fewer breaded and fried foods, remove the skin from poultry and trim any extra fat from 
meat; 

3. Eat more fruits and vegetables, which will fill you up without adding a lot of calories; 

4. Have a glass of water a few minutes before each meal. Then help yourself to smaller portions 
of food, and eat slowly; 

5. Increase your physical activity. For weight loss strive for at least 45-60 minutes of moderate 

physical activities most days of the week. This can include brisk walking, dancing, or a sport 
such as tennis or racquetball. To avoid regaining weight, aim for 60-90 minutes of moderate 
physical activity on most days. The more active you are, the better; 

6. Don’t be hard on yourself. If you “slip up,” just get with it again.   
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